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Yes No 

2020-84 III.2 
A long-term care facility 

must transfer a  
COVID-19-affected resident 
who is medically unstable 
to a hospital for evaluation 

2020-84 III.4 
A long-term care facility must adhere 

to the following protocol with 
respect to a COVID-19-affected 

resident who is medically stable: 

Does the facility have a dedicated 

unit and provide appropriate PPE to 

the direct-care employees who staff 

the dedicated unit? 

2020-84 III.4(a) 
The facility must 

transfer the COVID-19-
affected resident to its 

dedicated unit 

Yes 

No (to 1 

or both) 

Does the former facility have a dedicated 

unit and provide appropriate PPE to the 

direct-care employees who staff the 

dedicated unit? 

Yes No (to 1 

or both) 

2020-584III.5(a) 
The hospital must discharge 
the resident to the previous 

facility of residence for 
placement in the dedicated 

unit, provided there is 
available bed capacity 

2020-84 III.5(b) 
The hospital must discharge 

the resident to a regional 
hub, provided there is 
available bed capacity 

Bed capacity at 

former facility? 

Yes 

Discharge to 

dedicated unit of 

former facility of 

residence 

No 

Bed capacity at 

regional hub? 

Yes No 
Discharge to regional hub 

2020-84 III.5(c) 
The hospital must transfer 

the resident to any alternate 

care facility with available 

bed capacity in accordance 

with the following protocol 

2020-84 III.5(c)(1) 
Any alternate care facility 
within the state that has 
available bed capacity to 
receive the resident must 

accept a transfer authorized 
by this order 

2020-84 III.5(c)(2) 
An alternate care facility must 

discharge a resident to the 
former facility of residence as 

soon as capacity allows 
(hover for more info)

Bed capacity at 

facility of residence? 

Yes 

Regional hub must transfer the resident to the 
facility of residence as soon as capacity allows

(hover for more info)

No 

Transfer to regional hub 

Is a COVID-19 Affected Long-Term Care Resident “Medically Unstable”? 

15851 S. U.S 27, Suite 73, Lansing, MI 48906 
Phone: 517-827-8010 • Fax: 517-574-5301 

Executive Order 2020-84: Procedures Related to Transfers and Discharges of 
COVID-19-Affected Long-Term Care Residents Flow Chart  

Executive Order 2020-84 replaces EO 2020-50, is effective immediately and continues through May 20, 2020. For 
additional information please see this FAQ, MSA Bulletin 20-27, and this order from MDHHS Director Robert Gordon. 

Procedures Related to Transfers and Discharges of COVID-19-Affected Residents 

I. 2020-84 III.1: A long-term care facility must report the presence of a COVID-19-affected resident 
to their local health department within 24 hours of identification.

II. 2020-84 III.2: A long-term care facility must transfer a COVID-19-affected resident who is 
medically unstable to a hospital for evaluation.

III. 2020-84 III.3: A nursing home with a census below 80% must create a unit dedicated to the care 
of COVID-19-affected residents (“dedicated unit”) and must provide appropriate personal 
protective equipment (PPE), as available, to direct-care employees who staff the dedicated unit.

• A nursing home provider that operates multiple facilities may create a dedicated unit by 
dedicating a facility for such a purpose.

IV. 2020-84 III.6: For any transfer or discharge of a resident, the transferring or discharging entity 
must ensure that the resident’s advance directive accompanies the resident and
must disclose the existence of any advance directive to medical control at the time
medical control assistance is requested.

V. 2020-84 III.7: Any long-term care facility that has a dedicated unit and provides appropriate PPE 
to the direct-care employees who staff the dedicated unit must admit anyone that it would 
normally admit as a resident, regardless of whether the individual has recently been discharged 
from a hospital treating COVID-19 patients.

VI. 2020-84 III.8: A long-term care facility that transfers or discharges a resident in accordance with 
this order must notify the resident and the resident’s representative of the transfer

or discharge as soon as practicable.

2020-84 III.5 
Once a long-term care facility resident 

who has been hospitalized due to onset 
of one or more of the principal 

symptoms of COVID-19 becomes 
medically stable and eligible for 
discharge in the judgment of the 

resident’s medical providers, a hospital 
 must discharge the resident in 

accordance with the following protocol 

2020-84 III.4(b) 

The facility must 
transfer the COVID-19-affected 

resident to  a regional hub, if one is 
available to accept  the resident 

If no regional hub is available to 
accept the transfer of the COVID-
19-affected resident, the facility 

must attempt to send the resident 
to a hospital within the state that 

has available bed capacity 

If no hospital will admit 
 the COVID-19-affected resident,  the 
facility must transfer the resident to 

an alternate care facility
(hover for more info) 

https://miadvocacyprog-my.sharepoint.com/personal/dwojciak_lsscm_org/Documents/Documents/Medically#Medically_Unstable
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2020/05/14/file_attachments/1451011/EO%202020-84%20Emerg%20order%20-%20long-term%20care%20facilities%20-%20re-issue.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-526297--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/MSA_20-27_687524_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/DHHS_Order_Implementing_EO_2020-50_v2_687897_7.pdf
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Definitions  
2020-84 IV.1: For purposes of this order: 

(a) “Adult foster care facility” has the same meaning as provided by section 3(4) of
the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, 1979 PA 218, as amended, MCL
400.703(4).

(b) “Alternate care facility” means any facility activated by the state to provide relief
for hospitals that surge past their capacity, including but not limited to the TCF
Regional Care Center.

(c) “Appropriate PPE” means the PPE that DHHS recommends in relevant
guidance.

(d) “COVID-19-affected resident” means a resident of a long-term care facility who is
COVID-19 positive, who is a person under investigation, or who displays one or
more of the principal symptoms of COVID-19.

(e) “Home for the aged” has the same meaning as provided by section 20106(3) of the
Public Health Code, MCL 333.20106(3).

(f) “Long-term care facility” means a nursing home, home for the aged, adult foster
care facility, or assisted living facility.

(g) “Medically unstable” means a change in mental status or a significant change or
abnormality in blood pressure, heart rate, oxygenation status, or laboratory
results that warrants emergent medical evaluation.

(h) “Nursing home” has the same meaning as provided by section 20109(1) of the
Public Health Code, MCL 333.20109(1).

(i) “Person under investigation” means a person who is currently under
investigation for having the virus that causes COVID-19.

(j) “Principal symptoms of COVID-19” are fever, atypical cough, or atypical
shortness of breath.

(k) “Regional hub” means a nursing home that is designated by DHHS as a
dedicated facility to temporarily and exclusively provide care to COVID-affected
residents.

Other Definitions 

2020-84 III.5(a): “Facility of residence” is the long-term care facility where the resident 

resided prior to the onset of one or more of the principal symptoms of COVID-19 

Miscellaneous 
2020-84 III.9: A transfer or discharge of a long-term care facility resident that is made in 
accordance with this order constitutes a transfer or discharge mandated by the physical safety 
of other facility residents and employees as documented in the clinical record, for purposes of 
section 21773(2)(b) of the Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, as amended, MCL 333.21773(2)(b), 
and constitutes a transfer or discharge that is necessary to prevent the health and safety of 
individuals in the facility from being endangered, for purposes of 42 CFR 483.15(c)(1)(i)(C)-(D) 
and (c)(4)(ii)(A)-(B). 

2020-84 III.10: To the extent necessary to effectuate this terms of this order, strict compliance 
with any statute, rule, regulation, or policy pertaining to bed hold requirements or procedures, 
or to pre-transfer or pre-discharge requirements or procedures, is temporarily suspended. This 
includes, but is not limited to, strict compliance with the requirements and procedures under 
sections 20201(3)(e), 21776, 21777(1), and 21777(2) of the Public Health Code, MCL 
333.20201(3)(e), MCL 333.21773(2), MCL 333.21776, MCL 333.21777(1), and MCL 333.21777(2), 
as well as Rules 325.1922(13)-(16), 400.1407(12), 400.2403(9), and 400.15302 of the Michigan 
Administrative Code. 
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